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Michael Patrick George was appointed to a four-year term as Delta Watermaster
beginning in January, 2015; he was re-appointed for a second four-year term through
January of 2023. The position of Delta Watermaster was created by the 2009 Delta
Reform legislation. The Delta Watermaster is an independent officer of the State of
California reporting jointly to the State Water Resources Control Board and the Delta
Stewardship Council. The Watermaster has statutory responsibility for administering
water rights within the Sacramento/San Joaquin River Delta and the Suisun Marsh.
Additionally, the Delta Watermaster advises the Board and the Council on related water
rights, water quality, and water operations in and affecting the Delta, which is,
simultaneously, a critical estuarine habitat, a vital agricultural area, and the hub of
California’s water conveyance infrastructure.

Prior to being appointed, Mr. George was active in western water law and policy as a
water lawyer, as the CEO of a publicly traded water resource management company, as
a senior executive of an investor-owned water utility and as an investment banker
serving both public and private entities in the water industry. He is an honors graduate
of The University of Notre Dame where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa and of the
Georgetown University Law Center where he was an editor of Law and Policy in
International Business. Mr. George has lectured on California water resource issues at
the University of California San Diego, the University of Southern California, and the
University of California at Berkeley. He is a member of the California Bar.
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